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Filipino immigrant play 'Magno Rubio' to get L.A.
revival
September 14, 2011 |  2:06 pm

This post has been corrected. See note below for details.

A fresh bilingual approach to a kinetic and touching California immigrant tale, “The Romance of
Magno Rubio,” will open the coming season of the [Inside] the Ford series at the John Anson Ford
Theatre.

The play, whose 2002 premiere by New York’s Ma-Yi Theater Company won a special Obie Award, is
Lonnie Carter’s adaptation of a short story by Carlos Bulosan about the hard life and far-fetched
romantic dreams of a Filipino immigrant farm laborer in 1930s California. The Los Angeles Times
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Theater review: ‘The Stories of Isaac
Leib Peretz’ at the Complex

Newcomer and 'Dreamgirl' set as
leads in "Bring It On'

described the 2003 West Coast premiere of Ma-Yi’s production at the Laguna Playhouse as a
“rejuvenating  jolt” whose “bighearted spirit is energizing.”

Carter’s script, already technically bilingual, tells the tale with liberal helpings of rhyming English
verse and snippets of sung and spoken Tagalog; for its Nov. 4-Dec 11 run in L.A., director Bernardo
Bernardo -- who acted in a 2004 production of “Magno Rubio” by Chicago’s Victory Gardens Theatre
-- has, in the spirit of bilingualism, in fact turned the show monolingual by translating it entirely into
Tagalog. PAE Live! will stage five performances per week, with three in Carter’s original version and
two in Bernardo’s translation. A different Tagalog translation has been performed in Manila.

The Furious Theatre Company’s world premiere of “No Good Deed” (Jan. 21-Feb. 26), by its resident
playwright Matt Pelfrey, aims to lend the feel of a graphic novel to the story of a teenage illustrator
who becomes a superhero in his own right. 

“Naked Before God” (March 24-April 28), staged by Circle X Theatre Co., is a new comedy by Leo
Geter that imagines a collision (or collusion) between protagonists from the worlds of adult film and
Christian talk radio. 

Related

In 'Magno,' a little rube with a big heart

A one-man melting pot

Pasadena Playhouse's need to generate money on its second stage ends Furious Theatre's run

-- Mike Boehm

Photo: A scene from Ma-Yi Theatre's 2003 staging of "The Romance of Magno Rubio" at the Laguna
Playhouse, with Jojo Gonzalez, left, and Art Acuna. Credit: Ed Krieger/Laguna Playhouse

[Updated: Sept. 15, 6:48 a.m.: An earlier version of this post misstated the last name of actor
Jojo Gonzalez.]
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L.A. Times Arts staff on Twitter

Tweets and retweets from L.A. Times staff writers.

Jojo Gonzalez

Mr. Boehm, kindly make a correction in the photo credit. My name is Jojo GONZALEZ...not RODRIGUEZ

Reply ·  · Like · Follow Post · 8 hours ago6

  Posting as Molly Kodros (Change)

Kenneth Ellis · Author Of: A Kinetic Person's Power, Sub Titled: Voice Command Ability! at Strategic Book
Group/Eloquent Books

Speaking of kinetic...Author Kenneth Adrian Ellis has a documented four-part special power(a kinesis) that
he reveals to readers in: A Kinetic Person's Power, Sub Titled: Voice Command Ability!*He has a Certificate
Of Copyright from the Library Of Congress for video footage on which he performs his power* Visit the
following 4 links....(1st) www.YouTube.com ,search Kenneth A. Ellis ,to view the Book Trailer with over
10,400 views!(2nd) www.prlog.org/10285981 ,to view the Press Release with over 1,700 views!(3rd)
www.BlogTalkRadio.com/Stra
tegic-Book-Club ,then look for Ken's 15 minute interview in "On Demand Episodes"! (4th)
www.TINYURL.COM/AUTHOR-KEN
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lfung Art dealer charged with selling
fake Van Gogh, Monet paintings
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